
(jkEETINGS ' .... ...... ...... ,... 

*■ * ’ ^rom Tice-Veteran's‘Actoiini^tr'ation ; Hospiteil, Syracusef 

December 31qt f 1954 — January 1st, 1955* 

Ifear Frieh&s: . ; . ■ "* 

We started a "Christmas Letter” "but the task prov§c( to. he too -much. 

. |fith the Lady of the House under the weather (.la grippe) and yours truly with extra 
activities at the Hospital. However, as We felt that some word should go out from 
'and about The Miner Clan, and as Marion, who helped compose this letter, is hotter, 
and ae Hew Yea^s Day is just around the corner requiring us to take stock of our 
ljlcssings including you all, hero goes: - 

First, to send to you and yours our every good wish and prayer for the 
host, of now years <jn every letel and in every area of life, - Before it ends wo hope 
to soc many of you. The "latch-string” io-always out-at‘215 E. Bordon Avpnuc, Syra- 
busc 5 , U. Y,, so come and see us, Vo dan both- "sloop and oat you". Our telephone 
number is 76-4603. Phono or write— wo aro"always happy*to hear from, you,J If you 
$ro planning a.trip, qomc this way and make 'our home a musthst op-over, - ' 

. Secondly, we must report the odcllt ions and "nltorationa'' in. our family. 
Paul and;Sally addc.d lovely ■ Piano L;cdie oil March 27th to Brighton ’thoir h.ono and 
enforce re;arrangement.of thoir schcdillcd. THc ladies and Ricky ll nro woll, but at 
this writing Paul is in the Y, A, .Hospital at Albany for diagnostic^;'toots. Meanwhile 
Solly., and. children'arc: ,JI.,'with, hpr folks, - th.o % If,’ -lorahs-j-.but. Tito' 

all. hope it wphH .bo-‘toe long before the. family, dan be. .fcogeihor again at" thbir- homo - v * 
:#o.ckbr|aiga^Mass,-.. ■;p wp a- : ■■ ■ y-y -r; : 

" «:-■ Uavo and Sylyi ^ 9 haya.a;.^rand-^v/; 1 

tf yoU;plo^L^o; (Who. said thb "t'SH ‘ only have sons?) Cheryl Louiso, a * 

looking and husky "gad; arrived April -^ 5 and shoio quit p-. novelty Brad, who now 

SD<ea to schobl, and to Brian -who holpn nako , life.' at! Cook 1 s/',Cahyoiiy¥ildllfc Sanctuary 
in Barro | Massachusetts^ a toot gf parental patience £tnd cnduranco^ They all spent 
Girl etnas at their hone* hut went to Salon the next day fpr bdeond ^noj 

Bon and Ollic' have hot' yot.made’ us proud; grandparents, but 
did change their address to 63 Fishkill Ayohuo^ Beacon, IV wi£b more room- when 
and if l All threo of the lads called up during the past weekend, and we had that 
much of a fanily reunion,, Marion is already'^planning; to have thorn all with us for 
next Christinas, but that^s a long way "off and nany changes can tako place meanwhile. 

Wo also hoard Nornan T s voicevia a record nadc fron a tape 
i©cording convoying his Christmas wish: to u*i and remembrances to his friends, It was 
a groat Christmas present!. Kc is on Okinawa, .haying mailed last, June* and the final 
address cmngo should ho no tod: Cpl* Bovf&L&'ft inoiy U^S C 5T27341», Servico Co*, 
etn fieginent, Port Buckner j APO 331, o/.o/Ppstnastor, ;SanJrancioDo tt Cnlifornia* 
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"Mom" and "Dad" (that’s us) had several trips this summer and fall 
to their paradiso camp in Vermont, the last time encountering some weather preblems. 
We had spont Thanksgiving with Paul and family and wont to oanrp for the weekend* Wo 
were going to leave Sunday aftornoon for Barro, "but tho woathor was so balmy and 
that night the sky so full of stars, with an invortod crosont m^on, that we decided 
to stay over* The moon must have turned over after midnight, for it startod to snow 
at 2 a.m, and by 8:30 there woro fiftoon inches] It was an opportunity to feed tho 
soul on beauty, arid a challenge to ingenuity for survival] Thanks to tho snow-plow 
folk and tho help of our kind and solo neighbor on a two-^nilo stretch, we got thru 
to the main road. Otherwise we might be thore yet- which would suit (to ay T, 

Grandpa Potts is spending tho winter in Poughkeepsie while 
tho Samuel VanBurons are.again at their mansion in Wow Port Richey, Florida, Grand¬ 
ma Minor is at the beautiful home for aged folk at Hastings-Oh-the-Hudson, Wow York, 
known as Tho John E., Andrus Memorial. (#185 Old Broadway), There are 165 guests and 
as many on the waiting list. The trustees must have gone all out for tho holiday 
season in decorations, et. al, for Mother writes: "you really have to see it to be¬ 
lieve •it,'” ; ' ; 

The really big achievement of the year was taking some of our 
HP patients and a couple of domiciliary members from Bath V e A,Center (one in-a wheel¬ 
chair) up to camp, Marion planned most of the details and all ,of the menus. Tho ex¬ 
perience was rich in many ways and indicated some possibilities for making the camps 
a convalescent conter. We hope to give more timo and attention to development along 
those linos in tho not too .distant future; meanwhile- wu can dream, can’t we? . - ■ 

, t - r ’ . , - # , W - " "f * 

But enough about us and ours- what about you and yours? - We. hop© you 
had a good year and a most satisfying observance of the holy season- Let us keep 
the Christ in Christmas] - Let the heralded,peace and goodwill-of that; first Christ¬ 
mas-morn be advanced in and thru us all, where we are and extending in all directions 
to all peoples and all faiths. May God richly bless you and all whom you love dur-„ 
ing this. Joyful season and all through the new year,. May. many .of• -your hopes be 
reglized, prayers answered, and dreams come true because to them yo.u. add- "faith and 
order" and "life; and work". If you sent us a greeting the; past wpeke, thanks very 
much for it, I found this in one of them which I liked very much: "I wish you mare, 
much more than merriment; All faith and hope and love and holy, poaeo.; 'All quietness 
and .radiant content, ..With blessings that continually increase, So when .I say the.' 
simple words; and small: -'I wish you Christinas’-.1 have wished- you all,".; . : - 

We also.like this that a friend and school-teacher, named Rhocln Vorn . 
composed, arid titled "Recipe for' a Happy. Rev/. Year'" .and knowing oho would not-, object : 
we send "it to you with the prayer that God will give' you the "ingredients" anddirect 
you in the. assembling, mixing, baking and sharing- that 1955 may be trhly a'blessed' 
year of our Lord with many opportunities to'witness to His saving grace .and keeping 
power: ■ - ■■' Marion and 11 Tod" * . . ' . '.* 

' : . ' "Take equal parts of Love and Hope, ."'' , ." 

Y ’ . And blend them well with prayer; ' ' . , 

Heap measure full from Friendship's store ' " ■ ' ; V . 

And fold it in with care’. 

.. . Add Brotherhood of all Mankind 

1 And thought for fireside Home;,1"..... . 

Sift thoroughly with Tolerance , . . : ... 

And beat it to a foam, 

Nov mix in kernels of Content, 

* Some fruits of Liberty: 

Creative- -Joy,, the Right, to Work, 

To Worship as we please, 

Flavor with drops of Gentle Mirth, 

,> Humor r ref!putive still; 

Pour into pans of fifty-five, 

Make brown fur Poaco on Earth 
To Men- Good will," 
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announoins 
the birth of 
MARTIN JOHN HOLLADA* 
March 23, 1955 
8 lbs. 7 oz.. 



jean, Cathy and David Holladay 
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DEATHS 

ALLEN- On August 27, suddenly, at a hospital in West¬ 
erly. R. I., Devere Allen of Wilton, Conn., aged 05 years, 
He was director and editor of Worldover Press, a news service 
providing international coverage to newspapers and maga¬ 
zines since 1533, In the 1920's he was editor of The World 
7 omoi row, predecessor of the American pacifist monthly 
Fellowship. He had served a year as associate editor of The 
tv at ton. At one time'he syndicated a column “This Is Your 
World,’’ and he was the author of several books, among which 
was The Fight for Peace. In 1930 he was Socialist candidate 
for the governor of Connecticut, and in 1932 and 1934 Social¬ 
ist candidate for the United States Senate from Connecticut, 
A well-known lecturer, he was a member or the summer school 
stag of the Williamstown Institute of Politics and had served 
as an official, in numerous, organizations. 1 

Surviving are his wife, Marie Hollister Allen*; two daugh¬ 
ters, Mrs. Hugh Young of Wilton, and Mrs. Louis Katona of 
Norwood, Mass.; and several grandchildren. 

BUGBEE—On August 7. at Williamstown, N. J., Auer- H. 
Buguee, aged 84 years. She was a former schoolteacher and 
commissioner of deeds at Williamstown, and a member of 
MuIIica Hill Monthly Meeting, N, J. 
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, TIGERS BEST COEtEGE TEAM in 

Salbif J£ 2 U?«* i &£? u> vd 
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Som e call it "I^ron Uafver- 

l Uy ’ ln h0ll01 ‘ of HUle Eddie Le 
Baton, rated by many the grettel 
^-formal,on quarterback V t *‘ 

college ranks today. 


j sdmrUilo. a, J^ e.vpcctcd of ft , 

Novada. a ' , 13| of won° sewn ^c-inf 0 of Pac $& has/ 

star: Aotle Dame; points s™rin K 32^ 

'or bcuef t han P ^h e riC , ? V'’f equal • SerfwT^'d tf c ™“ °^S 

Conference^ to |¥’f «wotl5 

, ea ^ d S|S fS *® } ^ 

~ - iL M ‘ jft rgpfaft behind the drive *■ 
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WEST, SAY SOME EXPERTS 


c 


liie Irani is LeBaron, The tiny 
ferterbaek is termed by nearly 
/all coaches who have seen him as 
-'the best hall handler” in Ihe 
1 business. He is the lad who first 
mod the double-spin before hand¬ 
ing off the bath 

To perform his magic. LcBn.mii 
has fo have a terrific line—which 
he certainly has. The forward 
wall is considered by many 
coaches as the finest in the West 
—favorable with that shown by 
Michigan against Stanford earlier 
in the season. 

The defensive star pf the club 


is a line backer named Harry 
Kane, a 210-pound ball of dyna¬ 
mite. 

Kane is the perfect diagnosti¬ 
cian for those plays coming 
through the line and as a result 
there have been very few yards 
gained by cracking into the big 
COP forward wall. 

The Tigers play an 11-game 
schedule, after which they'll prob¬ 
ably be open for bowl bids. ^ Still 
on their slate are Utah, Fresno 
State, California Polv and Univer¬ 
sity of Hawaii—the later game m 
the islands December 16, 
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Bek old, I bring you good tidings of great joy. 


Luke 2:10 
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Qn April 21 our ljjbh grandchild, April Page, was born* Kirby and 
Evelyn now have four children,■•--one boy and three girls** Wendy# 
oldest child, who is now in the first grade,- was "our child for nearly 
a month as she visited us at El Carainp before and after the time that 
little April was born. On August 30 the Pages were here to help cele¬ 
brate our I|.0th anniversary with a big dinner,- 

Another high light of the year was our assignment to the church 
at Sutter City and our moving in June* We loved the new place and its 
people and the church from the beginning. And the people have been very 
appreciative* We have a lovely sanctuary as well as rooms for other 
purposes* Qn our ample grounds there are trees that bear peaches, 
•nectarines, figs, oranges, olives, almonds, and walnuts. Around both 
church and parsonage we have tall shade trees. The high school teacners 
help to provide excellent leadership for the church. 


Our vacation extended from August 4 to 25, Robert and Dora spent 
several months visiting in the mid-»west and they let us live in their 
fine apartment in Chico while they were away^ It is a cool place ana 
the arrangement was one of the best that we have had for a vacation* 

On the same grounds live Ruth and her fine family^ One big day came 
when we drove back to El Camino and Red Bluff where we saw many of our 


former people, 


In early September Charles had his operation in Marysville, The 
trouble was in the colon from which some small growths were removed, 
none of which proved to be malignant. There were complications! infec¬ 
tion of the bladder and acute inflammation of the prostate gland. Many 
weeks have been spent in recuperation and it may be another month 
before he has fully recovered* During his illness and absence from 
work, Edna was everything«--house-wife, visitor, nurse, church secretary, 
and even preacher! 


In October we had an epochal letter from June in which she ann¬ 
ounced the news that the Board of Missions was sending her to Scarritt 
College for further training and then out to Hongkong or Southeast Asia 
as a missionary! This means that we have in our immediate relation¬ 
ship eight ministers and missionaries ! One of these days we may hear 
from Margaret about equally satisfying plans for her future. Mean¬ 
while, for the present# both girls are still living at the old address 
in Chicago: 6042 South Ellis St,, Chicago 37* 


To our family far and near 
To our friends of many a year 
May this holy season dear 
Bring peace and joy and cheer i 


Edna and Charles 







Dear Dr. Page; 
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YULE MESSAGE: 






Peace on earth.. 


the * uncsf ling comrad-cry w 3fcth 

tfaO ClijMuL Uf God'S - promotes and sharings of this 

colorful Christmas? Have we 
matched the zeal of the Ancient 
shepherds to find the Christ in 
the modest manger where He 
was born? 

Have we looked heavenward 
with the intellectual passion and 
wisdom of the "wise men" to 
find Him in the higher bracket 
“By CHARLES F. HCTSLAR, SR, of human order than that of the 

For one-twelvth of the year the people rise to admirable sim P le manger? Will 1956 find us 
heights of good humor, charity and a gladsome exchange course"^life^'cause a h new 
of gifts and greetings. In that mood the human personality, sense Q f direction, inspired of 


Christmas OffersQi^ 
Us New Challenge 


regardless of age, seems to catcha vision and sense a feeling 
with- a spirit which would revolutionize the status of man¬ 
kind, if the majestic spell could 
really break us from the vicious 
routine of what we call "making 
a living” through the other elev¬ 
en months. 

Is it possible to personally 
transform in one brief month the 
nerve-wracked and mental-wear¬ 
ied humanity during the other 
eleven? Can the prevailing mood 
of the modern Christmas, per¬ 
sonified in the sparkling paradise 
of toys and tinsel, of candles and 
holly, of giving and receiving- 
set in motion great principles of 
higher living for which the heav¬ 
enly experience was ordained by 
the living God? 

The answer depends very def¬ 
initely upon three human inter¬ 
pretations. Namely: The An¬ 
nouncement to the ancient shep¬ 
herds: The Star-directing of the 
Wise Men; and to the complete 
Obedience of present-day human¬ 
ity to both revelations. In those 
three major essentials Christmas 
becomes more than an annual 
"flare” of spirited gift-exchang¬ 
ing and glittering decorations to 
pale out, leaving but a fragmen¬ 


tary pilot to set the flame again 
next December. 

Thus comes the post-Christ¬ 
mas challenge! Man’s capac¬ 
ity for good humor, exultant 
joy and friendly good will is 
a spiritual potential of his 
immortal endowment which 
sustains the human race on 
earth, and keeps it at the 
immortal level where the 
Creator designed. When the 
Ancient shepherds discovered 
this Personality of the Infin¬ 
ite they glorified the living 
God for the witness. 

When the "wise men” under 
the holy directing of the star 
found the Christ-Child, they hon¬ 
ored Him with the richest of 
their possessions which was a 
tribute of their wisdom and which 
inspired them to “return another 
way” from the common course 
over which they had previously 
traveled. 

Therein lies the supreme chal¬ 
lenge of this post-Christmas. 
What has been our "find” in all 
the busy weeks of plannings and 


God through the "wise men’s 1 
honorable recognition in their 
valuable gifts which they laid at 
His feet? 

Thus the Christmas challenge: 
A jovial daze of dreamy and glit¬ 
tering pleasantries; or a heaven¬ 
ly experience through which God 
may crown His peoples of earth 
with all the spiritual grandeur 
which the coming of Jesus to 
earth made possible. 

Thus, CHRISTMAS is the 
CHRIST Supreme in revealing 
the LOVE, of GOD to His chil¬ 
dren on the earth. 
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620 Plymouth Road 
Claremont* California 
December 1955 



Friends, 

Our Christmas Greetings fly out to you from Jerome in Japan and from me 
/ here in Pilgrim Place. 


Some time ago, Doshisha University in Kyoto extended an invitation to Jerome to 
come to lecture there during their Eightieth Anniversary celebration (as his father 
Jerome Dean Davis, was one of their founders). 

On September 8 when word came that his passport was granted, we hastily closed 
our Maine camp and got under way on the first lap of our long journey to California 
Indeed so hurried were we, that unable to give our children advance notice of our 
coming and with the MSS of a new book (Religion in Action) to finish in its last 
corrections and be delivered to the publisher, passport and visa to get in hand, 
we were unable to see the young Davises and Platts at all. 

We drove our car to Ohio where it awaits us, and went on by train arriving in 
Claremont the night of September 15, We were grateful to be met by Dr. Burnell 
Olds and his sisters, Mrs. Alice Teale and Mrs, Bess Ellis, who drove us to 
Pilgrim Place, 

Many of you know of it, founded in 1915 as a community for ministers and 
missionaries on retirement. It is now interdenominational and includes also 
other Christian workers such as teachers, Christian Association Secretaries, 
salaried Church workers. Something over 235 are here now in homes of their own 
or in residence halls. I am in Merritt House, It is ten mile? to the nearest 
mountains, about forty te the ocean. There is a great variety of beautiful 
trees, shrubs and even flowers this late, especially roses. At last I have a 
bird feeding tray which draws fascinating new kinds. 

With many congenial people from so many interesting backgrounds, yet united by 
our common commitment to God’s service, the days offer enjoyable activity or 
relaxation as needed. 

Last week Pilgrim Place presented their seventh Festival and historical pageant 
put on to raise money for the new un-endowed Rest Home, so much needed. A great 
event achieved with amazing skill, hard work, devotion and enjoyment, (Last year 
they took in $7,000, cleared over $4,000; our figures are not yet complete.) 

I don’t feel solitary with invitations and visits with my Harrison cousifts in 
L.A, and the three Wallers in Carmel. And so many new friends here connected with 
so many of our relatives and friends. Claremont and Pomona offer numberless 
events and interests, more than one can indulge in, the four colleges especially. 

Our young people are busy in their chosen fields, June and Wilf in Hartford have 
promised us a Special Gift in January, Patty and David are in Media, Pa, While 
working on his dissertation he is teaching two classes in Introduction to 
Philosophy in his own department at the University of Pennsylvania* She divides 
her time doing secretarial work between Haverford Friends School and the (American) 
Indian Rights Association in Philadelphia. They spent ten days with us in Maine 
this summer, which included a trip to see Rufus Jones' China Lake and the hillside 
overlooking it where he wrote his later books, Also to Weld where Jerome's family 
spent happy summer days in his boyhood. 
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Our best to you all. 


Mildred Rood Davis 


Dear Friends; 
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Kyoto, Japan 
November 9, 1955 
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Heartiest Christmas greetings ,. y.„. ° 

Sincerely, 

Jerome Davis 






"Het Grote Bos" 

Doom (Post Driebergen) 
Netherlands 
Christmas 1955 


Bear jiirijy and Alma, 

. Our letter last Christmas mentioned our hope of coining to Holland, 
and this Christmas the hope has come> true. We are living in a cabin in 
the woods outside of Driebergen, almost in the center of the Netherlands, 

10 miles south-east of Utrecht, Though Bill did not find the studies he 
wanted at Utrecht, he found in Leiden, not too far away, just what he has 
craved. The children are growing fast, and the days are crowded with 
newness. 

Cathy is now four, and in enrolled in a Driebergen Christian nursery 
school; she goes six days a week, three hours every morning, and is as 
proud as a girl can be. She understands Dutch in school now fairly well, 
but hesitates to take the plunge in speaking it. (Her parents do a little 
better, but we know how she feels.) David-is two, and learning about words, 
and beguiles us with his quiet deviltry. Martin is eight months, big for 
his age, and looks at this point like an eager-beaver who will waste no 
time in trying to catch up with his brother and sister. Altogether, they 
run Jean a merry chase: breathless sometimes. 

We are really in the woods, though woods are a rarity in Holland. The 
pines grow tall, and the leaves on the deciduous trees (that Californians ' 
don't know the names of) have turned a deep orange and are carpetting the 
ground. It is very quiet here; we are living on the grounds of a Dutch 
church summer camp, but there is scarcely a soul around during the winter 
months. We were lucky in having bought our house cheaply, and though it 
is primitive by American (and Dutch) standards, the housing situation in 
Holland is too tight for us to be able to pick and choose. We have no 
electricity, but we have a 'butane cookstove and gaslight, and kerosene 
lanterns; and a wood-and-coal stove, and a battery radio; and we have 
plenty of room, both indoors and out. At least we are not in some crowded 
apartment, sharing kitchen and toilet with another family, which many of 
our student friends have to do! 

Bill was awarded the Hendrik Willem van Loon graduate fellowship by 
the Netherlands government for this year, and he is hoping to complete a 
doctorate in Old Testament by the summer of 1957. He goes once a week to 
Leiden by train (about an hour and a half from here) for an overnight 
trip, and the rest of the week he has a study-room in a church seminary 
nearby our home. There is joy at getting back to the books again; and a 
little despair, too, for it is never easy, and Dutch academic standards 
are high. 
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A motorbike serves Bill for his errand trips, and we have bought a 
Volkswagen car for family use. Holland is a small countiy, and we find 
Rotterdam, the Hague, and Amsterdam only an hour from our doorstep if we 
drive west or north, and the border-towns of Germany only an hour from 
our doorstep if we drive east. We have not been "stick-at-homes," and 
there is lots to see. 

A new language, new customs, a new way of life: it is not easy to 
master them, so that we can say, "We understand Holland." We buy meat, 
and-fetch kerosene, and subscribe to a paper, and go to church, and we 
keep our feelers out; but the Dutch' are a proud and reserved folk, and 
only slowly let down their barriers. It might seem to be easy to understand 
the world from California, but entering the soul of another culture is a 
different matter altogether. We love it here; we love the neat, mannerly 
children, and the sturdy oldsters who ride bikes when they're 75; we love 
the bookstores, and the wholesome food, and the charming landscape. We're 
very glad we came. 

And it is Christmas again! - the focus of our year, the time for re¬ 
newal: renewal of our letter-writing, renewal of the riches of our family 
life, and renewal in the Source of all our strength and hope that came to 
us in Christ. We alle need this renewing, we and the whole world: and it 
is our prayer with you this Christmas season that the spirits of us all 
may be renewed and deepened in God's love. 

Bill, Jean, Cathy, David, and Martin Holladay 


Dear friends, like Abraham, wfe were lead out, not ^uite 
knowing whither we were going - but Leiden is fulfilling 
all of our hopes. We had a fine visit with Haitts one 
evening this summer, and so heard about you indirectly. 

I hope the months have treated you well!. 
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ROBERT AND ETTA VOGEL 1678 Casitas Avenue Pasadena, California 
Dear friend, - 

The past year and a half (Has it been that long since vre r ve written?)have brought 
a good many changes in the Vogel routine* Bob became a "finance man for the regional 
office of the American Friends Service Committee; Janice completed first grade and is 
nearly half way through second, talcing great joy in being able to read almost anything > 
and do "arithmetic” and "spelling;” David finished Pacific Oaks Friends School and now 
is in kindergarten at the nearby public school where he finds the outside world very 
intriguing; Jonathan learned to talk (and has T nt stopped since), toilet trained him- 
self during a siege of mumps, and now enjoys any very noisy game he or the family inver 
Etta has spent a good bit of time getting the family over chicken pox and mumps, servir. 
on nursery and public school committees. Meeting committees, and generally holding 
things together* 

Travels have taken us to Sequoia-Kings National Park in the summer of 195U (i* 1 
the company of Bob’s parents, who made their first far western trip and were met by 
Etta at her parents’ home in Colorado), as well as a peaceful fortnight at Monterey 
and Carmel. A couple of trips out to the Hemet and Palm Springs area and 011 ® to 
Santa Barbara (during one of Bob’s fund-raising jaunts) comprised our winter travel. 
This past summer the family spent a week at the AFSC Mork Camp at Crown Point, N-I.I. 
assisting Navajo Indians complete their own community house; explored the area around 
Flagstaff, Ariz for several days and attended Pacific Yearly Meeting at Prescott, 

Visible accomplishments include Bob’s outside paint job on our house (which is 
now pale green and chocolate brown); the laying of yards of Lionel railroad tiaek; 
numerous items of clothing made by Etta; a few pieces of pottery; a dabbling in 1 

game-making (not gaming.’); polishing and mounting for gifts of a number of pot-shards 
(pottery fragments we found near Crown Point, probably at least 500 years old); the 
usual preserving of fruits for winter; and art work of the children made from scissors, 
paints, pencils and crayons. 

Tie are devoting our feeble efforts to the problems of peace and freedom, probably 
the most perplexing facing our day. Me have learned a great deal about civil liberties 
through participation in Pasadena’s Freedom Agenda discussion program, through Bob s 
membership on the board of the Southern California branch of the AGLU, and through 
our own Friends Meeting’s decision not to sign the special California non—disloyalty 
oath — a special test for churches to remain eligible for property tax exemption. 

The Meeting now is about to take court action to test the constitutionality of this^ 
requirement# Me continue to plug away on the problems of international peace and find 
opportunities for expression through Friends and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
While there has been a noticeable easing of tensions between Russia and the U.S., we 
still face many unsolved problems: e.g. disarmament, strengthening the U.N., the cessa 
tion of thermonuclear tests, agricultural surpluses in a hungry world, and the end of 
colonialism and racial segregation. In the hurry and bustle of life, we are ever grat 
fur for the spiritual”power house” of Orange Grove Friends Meeting. 

Me ran across a story the other day which we would like to share with you. A 
country doctor received an urgent midnight call from an address unknown to him, miles 
from a neighboring town. ”Put a light in your window, he told the boy on the other 
end of the wire. "Tell your nearest neighbor to do the same and ask him to ask his 
neighbor to put a light in his window -- and so on all the way to town. Mhen I turn 
off the main road at the town I'll follow the trail of lights to your farm." 

Mind the Light, friend. Keep It burning. There is a way. 


December, 1955 


BOBANDETTA 
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Holiday Greeting-Message 1955 



DO WOT HEAD 

Unless convinced there is need for 

Clear thinking and hold action by the disciples of The Prince of Peace 

" The fear and detestation of war--which all people have in common--the hunger for 
peace and the resumption of world sharing of culture, art and faith, should now he 
encouraged in every possible way to force the professional politicians and the mili¬ 
tary to quicken their pace toward peace. It is a .joyous experience to look upon 
the world at this time and see that this unplanned, leaderless, upward sweep towards 

peace is now under way . Are you doing all you can to encourage it? 

" The plain truth is that while the Communist diplomats keep us tied up on minor points 
at Geneva, they are again stealing from us the moral leadership of the world...and 
become the champions of peace for millions of Asians and Africans. The crux of 
America's predicament is that we are robbed of imaginative leadership, of ideologi¬ 
cal effectiveness, of diplomatic maneuverability by the weight of our fixed military 
concepts. We hold stubbornly to the belief that we must meet the world's convulsive 
awakening, of which communism is only a part, with the threat of massive indiscrimi¬ 
nate slaughter. This leaves the field of persuasion to the Communist propagandist. 
Here is the evidence : 


11 Almost all American aid to needy areas of the world have been stopped.. .except those 
programs that can be tied to the U S military defense system,-as in Turkey, Japan, 
Pakistan, Formosa. Such aid in the end does more harm than good, for "strengthening" 
anS^ economy by fastening a greatly enlarged military establishment upon it is like 
rehabilitating a drunkard's family by moving them to a new house, giving the chil¬ 
dren new clothes--then providing the old man with more money for liquor. The Point 
Four Program, like the Marshall Plan, did more to stop communism than anything else 
the U S has ever attempted. Yet it was completely abolished...by right wing bigots. 

Nothing has been substituted for Point Four.The anti-Communist world aid program 

which is sizable and effective is operated by the U W, chiefly thru UNESCO. But 
while UNESCO is looked upon with favor by the great majority of the American public, 
it is opposed and undermined, on grounds that have been proved false, by some of our 
leading "patriotic" organizations, such as American Legion, DAE and others. 

" The U S is handicapped in meeting the Communist shifts of policy by the inability of 
American official negotiators,-Secretary of State Dulles, our Ambassadors and others,- 
to take conciliatory steps without having their political throats cut at home for 
"being soft to the Communists". Our negotiators must hold to the customary stance 
of military extremism—with threats and menacing diplomatic grimaces. The error in 
such an approach is that we are not Just dealing with the Communist leadership, but 
with hundreds of millions of people whom we should be trying to win. 

" The stalemate will likely continue in the diplomatic and military fields unless 
Elsenhower is able to resume his dramatic, unorthodox efforts to cut thru traditional 
lines of protocol in a direct appeal to Soviet's leaders. Otherwise we will have to 
wait until the broad human progress in understanding and good will, thru which God 
is so visibly working , has further impressed itself upon the political and military 
chiefs who have been so helplessly entangled in their own designs. " 


All who read the above challenging words 
will be indebted to CHABLES A. WELLS, the 
widely known International Christian 
Journalist who publishes the fortnightly 
news sheet "Between The Lines". 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
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Daar friends, 

l£Bt year, you will remember, ea was her custom, my Mother 
prepared a Christmas poem which we sent out with a Christmas letter 
to her many friends. She has not felt up to composing a poem or 
diotating a Christmas letter this year so this letter of ours 
bringing you news of her will have to suffice. Many of you have 
saved Christmas poems of my Mother's that were your pertiouler 
favorites. I hope that you look at them again this Christmas and read 
again the messages she wanted and would want now to convey if she 
were well. 

Except for a mild stroke in October which left no further 
disability behind, my Mother'd physical health has continued good 
since I last wrote. She 1 b still at the fine nursing home just 
outside of Stillwater and passes her days quietly, resting most of 
the time but reading end listening to the radio occasionally and 
visiting with us. She enjoyB having us reed her your letters but 
finds the concentration involved in dictating a reply to be very 
tiring. Let me personally express my thanks to you for the letters 
which many of you have written throughout the year. Although my 
Mother has not been able to answer them, they have meant much to 
her. Her greatest joy, I think, is in seeing her two grandsons, 

Paul and Frank, and now very recently her granddaughter, Nancy 
Carol, who arrived November 6. 

Many of you will be pleased to learn that my Mother's church 
in Whittier, California has honored her for her many contributions 
to the work of the church by naming one of the Women’s groups as 
the Thae Converse Circle. We are much pleased that the ohurch 
would wish to remember her in this way. 

It is a most difficult task, I know, to correspond with those, 
even old and dear friends, who no longer are themselves able to 
write or dictate coherent letters in return. My Mother Btill 
remembers all of you clearly and is much pleased each time she 
hears from you. Let me Buggest, if you have the time and inclin¬ 
ation later this coming year to write to her, that a short note, 
even one sending only your greetings, serves to brighten her day 
and perhaps to help her relive in memory the full and useful life 
ahe led before she suffered this stroke. 

Hoping this letter finds you in the best of health and good 
spirits st this Christmas aeeson and with every good wish for a 
fine Hew Year— 


1116 North Hester street 
St11lwater, Okla homa 
Christmas, 1955 


Yours truly, 















222 Cornell Avenue 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania 
November 15, 1955 


An Early Merry Christmas to All: 

It was just about a year ago, and from the same place in our living 
room, wrapped in the wonder of the fire on the hearth, that our last Christmas 
Greeting was penned. In the meantime we wrote you once from India, and we were 
pleased to hear from many of you. 

Betty and the children returned to the U.S. in time for the opening of 

school this fall. Roy's return had to be delayed about three weeks, awaiting the 

arrival of CARE 1 s new representative. We had thought of returning home via the 
Pacific; inexpensive reservations were extremely hard to come by, and what with 
our separate journeys to plan, the sense of the meeting was clearly to return via 
Bombay, Cairo, Athens, Geneva, Stockholm, Oslo and London. Roy did likewise ex¬ 
cepting Stockholm and Oslo, where he had visited before. Now we are all involved 

in Swarthmore and it hardly seems that we have been away. Of course we take 

every opportunity to report on India and to show our color slides (Jim's special¬ 
ty). And we have the residue of memories and many lasting friendships. It 
certainly was a great family experience, and to have lived in India in such a 
time of renaissance was a privilege which we will always remember with gratitude. 

We all agree that India is moving forward. Large-scale plans are being 
implemented. A new spirit is in evidence in the cities as well as in the villages 
where the great mass of Indian people live. Methods of persuasion, education and 
democracy are being used. There is a stable government, a free press, a sound 
currency and in Nehru, a truly great leader. Even so, the task in India is very 
large indeed. There are many delays and as everywhere in the Par East, the pace 
is often slow. The big thing to see, however, is that India's destiny is now in 
the hands of India's people, and this makes a profound difference. 

Gandhi's spirit is much in evidence. It is felt especially in the wit¬ 
ness of Vinoba Bhave, the leader of the Bhoodan (worship through land gifts) move¬ 
ment. Vinoba's aim is to sensitive India to the need for land reform. He is a 
scholar in his middle fifties who spends his time walking throughout the country- 
accompanied by a group of followers - asking those who have land to give him land 
for the landless. Since 1951 he has collected more than four million acres to 
distribute, mostly in five acre plots, to those who have no land. Here is a man 
who typifies the best in India: a deeply religious man and a revolutionary leader 
of great stature. India undoubtedly has much religious exploitation. It is 
inevitable where illiteracy and superstition are so widespread. But India also 
has magnificent examples of great religious devotion which should make us rejoice 
and keep us religiously humble. Vinoba and Gandhi are illustrations. 

Surely, in the fullness of time, India will emerge from her abject 
poverty and gradually take on more of the material aspects of our Western World. 
But she is wary of copying us too precisely. She revels in the glories of her 
past and wants her modern patterns of life to be rooted in that past. We see 
more clearly than ever that India, and the whole under-developed area of the world 
want to emerge in the Twentieth Century under their own steam. They don't want 
help from us which will continue to make them dependent. In this we should rejoi® 
At the same time, and being fully aware of the little we are doing, we ought to 






extend the kind of help (technical and projects to promote self-help, especially) 
which they want and will welcome. It must be mutually worked out, and on that 
basis we think US. aid could well be increased many fold. It is definitely to our 
interest to help the largest democracy in the world to succeed. But we ought to 
help generously because we are members of one another in the same world, and be¬ 
cause we have the resources, more than any other nation, to do it. 

CARE’s program in India this year will be larger than in all the other 
years combined. It is, along with the National Christian Council and the National 
Catholic Welfare, the Indian Red Cross and the Quakers, distributing more than 
twenty million dollars worth of our US. surpluses. There could be no finer use for 
our great abundance. India will continue to need these protective foods for a 
long time to come. By sending CARE $1.00 you .can make 20 pounds of powdered milk 
and ghee (butter oil) available in India as well as in many other countries. This 
whole program has the support of the Indian Government. Visits to villages where 
CARE is helping with ’’self-help 5 ’ aid were especially satisfying. 

1 

Nhile memories of friends afar and warmer climes are often with us, we 
have naturally been plunged into the usual busy American schedule this fall, with 
special emphasis on ’’teen-age" activities. Jim is sixteen, a junior in Swarthmore 
High, enjoying school and school activities more than ever; Betty Ann, fourteen, 
a ninth-grader, is playing her first interscholastic hockey; Mary Lou, thirteen, 
and in eighth grade, takes special pleasure in her music. All are happy to find 
that their places have been kept open for them here: in school, in music, in 
friendships. 

Grandmam is well, and happy that we have returned. She spent such a 
wonderful year with our friends, the Snovers, that it sets us a high standard to 
continue. Betty is teaching in a fine nursery school around the corner, along 
with the other usual activities, and finds mornings with a group of "fours" a 
good change from the rest of the routine. Roy has been around the country, 
interpreting his year abroad and the work of CARE in India — for CARE this fall. 
There are several new job possibilities starting January 1, and it is his hope 
that, along with whatever other work he is doing, he can give even more time to 
this important job of interpretation. 

We are glad to be home again and we want, primarily, to wish each and 
all of you the merriest Christmas ever. There is a spirit which inspires and 
chastens. It is the same spirit which forgives and renews. We know it - you know 
it. It was confirmed for us again this year. And it seems clear to us that the 
greatest challenge in the world is just where you live. We want to have some small 
part in making the United States more just and fair — starting with ourselves. Vie 
want our people to be more generous and good, because we know that the character 
of our citizens will enable us as a nation to make our best contribution to the 
world. Would that the spirit might become flesh to dwell amongst us againt We 
know, especially at Christmas, that it has. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Betty Roy Jim Betty Ann Mary Lou McCorkel 



P.S. Do visit us in Swarthmore or in the summer at our 

^ & 


f s Mark, Pa* 


















Glad Greetings 
to you and yours for 


¥ K..J v 


Christmas and the New Year 


Our annual message to beloved relations and friends 
sounds the note of gratitude for congenial work* and 
health to do it for both of us. tie trust the same is 
true of you. 


John had a wonderful birthday on June 30th when he 
celebrated his 80th by the enjoyment of messages from 
nearly three hundred friends. If you were one of the 
number, please accept our thanks for that message. 


| 1 All have been kept, and have been read, and 

/r'/iJi re-read. 

I A\_,' I After the world Convention in Toronto, our 

\/ \ / English "daughter", Hilda Green, who had just 

v been elected president of the newly formed 

Jorid C.W.F., and her friend, Mrs. Minnie 
Montgomery, president of the British C. W. F., spent a week with us. 
Four of the William Duncan family, James Jenkins, Bill and Etta P. 
Short of Scotland; and Alex and Dorothy Scott of London were with 
us for shorter visits. How we did enjoy them! 

John has just completed a year of preaching alternate Sundays at 
the Christian Church in Brookville, Indiana, and continues to do so. 
We have a group of fine, loyal, cooperative people, and we count 
every round-trip of ll;0 miles a real nud.iefacrlon. John baptized 
seven young people last May. Joy ha^ been studying homes which 
have applied for adoptive children, which she finds a rewarding 
experience. 

The only changes in our respective families is that Robert Sala 
and family leave January 1st for Germany; and Eloise Taylor Jones 
and family plan to join Daddy at Blytheville, Arkansas before 
Christmas. With these bits of news, we close with deep affection. 
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Miss Folse 
Is Bride 


Mr and Mrs Roy Edward 
Mitchell will live at 1747 Forest 
Hill Boulevard when they return 
from their wedding trip. They 
were married Thursday in the 
West Fourteenth Avenue Bap. 
list Church. The Rev R. h. 

H diems read the double ring 
vows* 

THE BRIDE Is the former 
Miss Gloria Anne Folse, the 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Wil¬ 
fred Autry Folse, 1701 West 
Thirteenth Street, The groom Is 
the son of Mr and Mrs James 
Clarence Mitchell, 602 West 
Twenty-fifth Street. 

Mr Folse gave his daughter 
awav Sire chose a ballerma- 
Cgtir dress of white tiered 
mousseline de sole over powder 
blue taffeta. Her veil was of 
fingertip length and held by a 
headpiece of blue forget-me-nots. 
Her bouquet of a white orchid 
and stephanotis was placed on 
a white Bible, , 

A YELLOW ballerina gown of 
mousseline de sole was chosen 
by the bride's sister and matron 
of honor, Mrs G« T* Van Du- 

sen Jr. , 

The bridesmaids, Miss Bernice 
Mitchell and Miss Margie Me* 
Lean, wore aqua and pinK 
Gowns of the same material. 
Miss Mitchell is the grooms 
sister. 

Patricia Lynn Foise, also the 
bride's sister, was the flower 
girl. 

THE GROOM'S attendants 
were Corbit: Holliman, best man, 
G. T, Van Dusen Jr and W. F- 
Hampton, groomsmen, and Du¬ 
ane Vandenberg and Garland 
Mitchell, ushers. 

Miss Kathlyn Beggerly a* 
ststed at the reception in the 
Folses 1 home* 



WED IN WHITE—Mrs Roy 

Edward Mitchell was Miss 
Gloria Anne Folse before her 
marriage Thursday. The par* 
enis of (he couple are Mr and 
Mrs Wilfred Autry Folse and 
Mr and Mrs James Clarence 
Mitchell 
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